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ABSTRACT: The Defense National Stockpile Center is responsible for the disposition of stockpiled items 
declared excess to national defense needs.  The United States Congress has determined that the U.S. 
Department of Defense no longer needs to maintain a stockpile of mercury due to the increased use of mercury 
substitutes and due to increases in the nation’s secondary production (i.e., recovery/recycling).  This excess 
commodity grade mercury was offered for sale in open competitions until 1994 when concerns over mercury 
accumulation in the global environment prompted the Defense National Stockpile Center to suspend sales.  
The Defense National Stockpile Center inventory of mercury (approximately 4,890 tons; 4,436 metric tons) is 
currently stored in enclosed warehouses at four sites in the United States.  As custodian of the mercury, the 
Defense National Stockpile Center must decide on a strategy for long-term management of this material.  In 
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and Defense Logistics Agency Regulation 1000.22, 
Environmental Considerations in Defense Logistics Agency Actions in the United States, the Defense National 
Stockpile Center has prepared the Final EIS to evaluate the environmental impacts of a range of reasonable 
alternatives for long-term management (i.e., 40 years) of the excess mercury.  The alternatives are: (1) no 
action, i.e., maintaining storage at the four existing sites; (2) consolidation and storage at one of the current 
DNSC mercury storage sites or at one of three other candidate locations; and (3) sale of the mercury inventory. 
The agency’s preferred alternative is consolidated storage.  The Final EIS describes the potential 
environmental, human health, and socioeconomic impacts of these alternatives, together with cost 
considerations.  Several treatment technologies were considered as possible alternatives for mercury 
management.  Based on the immaturity of bulk mercury treatment technologies and the lack of an EPA-
approved path forward for treatment and disposal of elemental mercury, this alternative is not considered viable 
and is not evaluated in detail in the EIS. 
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Metric Conversion Chart  
To Convert Into Metric 

 
To Convert Out of Metric  

If You Know 
 

Multiply By 
 

To Get 
 

If You Know 
 

Multiply By 
 

To Get  
Length 
 inches 
 feet 
 feet 
 yards 
 miles 
 
Area 
 sq. inches 
 sq. feet 
 sq. yards 
 acres 
 sq. miles 
 
Volume 
 fluid ounces 
 gallons 
 cubic feet 
 cubic yards 
 
Weight 
 ounces 
 pounds 
 short tons 
 
Temperature 
 Fahrenheit 

 
 

2.54 
30.48 

0.3048 
0.9144 

1.60934 
 
 

6.4516 
0.092903 

0.8361 
0.40469 
2.58999 

 
 

29.574 
3.7854 

0.028317 
0.76455 

 
 

28.3495 
0.45360 
0.90718 

 
 

Subtract 32 then 
multiply by 5/9ths 

 
 

centimeters 
centimeters 

meters 
meters 

kilometers 
 
 

sq. centimeters 
sq. meters 
sq. meters 

hectares 
sq. kilometers 

 
 

milliliters 
liters 

cubic meters 
cubic meters 

 
 

grams 
kilograms 

metric tons 
 
 

Celsius 

 
 
centimeters 
centimeters 
meters 
meters 
kilometers 
 
 
sq. centimeters 
sq. meters 
sq. meters 
hectares 
sq. kilometers 
 
 
milliliters 
liters 
cubic meters 
cubic meters 
 
 
grams 
kilograms 
metric tons 
 
 
Celsius 

 
 

0.3937 
0.0328 
3.281 

1.0936 
0.6214 

 
 

0.155 
10.7639 

1.196 
2.471 

0.3861 
 
 

0.0338 
0.26417 
35.315 
1.308 

 
 

0.03527 
2.2046 
1.1023 

 
 

Multiply by 9/5ths, then 
add 32 

 
 

inches 
feet 
feet 

yards 
miles 

 
 

sq. inches 
sq. feet 

sq. yards 
acres 

sq. miles 
 
 

fluid ounces 
gallons 

cubic feet 
cubic yards 

 
 

ounces 
pounds 

short tons 
 
 

Fahrenheit 

 

Metric Prefixes 
Prefix Symbol Multiplication Factor 
 
exa- 
peta- 
tera- 
giga- 
mega- 
kilo- 
hecto- 
deka- 
deci- 
centi- 
milli- 
micro- 
nano- 
pico- 
femto- 
atto- 

 
E 
P 
T 
G 
M 
k 
h 
da 
d 
c 
m 
µ 
n 
p 
f 
a 

 
1 000 000 000 000 000 000 = 1018 

1 000 000 000 000 000 = 1015 
1 000 000 000 000 = 1012 

1 000 000 000 = 109 
1 000 000 = 106 

1 000 = 103 
100 = 102 

10 = 101 
0.1 = 10-1 

0.01 = 10-2 
0.001 = 10-3 

0.000 001 = 10-6 
0.000 000 001 = 10-9 

0.000 000 000 001= 10-12 
0.000 000 000 000 001 = 10-15 

0.000 000 000 000 000 001= 10-18 

 




